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Mrs Livia Pardi (Autostrade, Italy) 
reported on the European 
Construction Technology Platform 
(ECT). According to her speech the 
research agenda will be decided by a 
high level group by June 2006. New 
fields within ECT have just been 
launched and will be approached by 
the SAMCO Community. Many 
monitoring activities interfering with 
other branches are currently carried 
out; national platforms being active in 
different fields are formed up or do 
already exist, but a common approach 

as lobby is still lacking.  

The leader of the ECT platform is the Council for Science and Technology Policy 
(CSTP) in France. Mr Christos Tokamanis (European Commission) steers the 
platform from Brussels. 

Claude Dumoulin (BOUYGUES, France) explained his opinion concerning the 
important points to be considered in monitoring and demanded by industry, which 
are: 

• structural assessment  
• geometry control  
• dealing with uncertainties (mainly with tunnel boring machines) 
• risk management  
• waste traceability  
• reduction of noise 
• logistics of construction  
• automation (robotics) 
• transparent ground (analysis of ground condition surrounding a TBM) 
• locating workers in tunnels 
• substituting workers in tunnels 
• to know what is going on 

As a result noise and environmental 
questions are major issues for the 
contractors, furthermore vibration and 
safety. 

Mr Brownjohn (University of Sheffield, 
UK) spoke about his experience in 
vibration limits in D-RAM productions. 
He expressed the opinion that 
additional static monitoring might be 
useful.  

Mr Del Grosso (University of Genoa –
DISEG, Italy) presented visions and 

breakthroughs as well as objectives of automated monitoring systems. An important 
issue is the improvement of reliability of the systems. Smart materials are demanded 
for their construction. According to Mr Del Grosso a rapprochement towards more 
general categories of structures has to be achieved, as well as the availability of 
additional information along with the response. Another concern is the integration of 


